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Adaptation Checklist for Climate Smart Projects:
A Tool for Natural Resource Management

Climate change has implications for both the effectiveness and hazard risk potential of many projects and activities undertaken or reviewed by natural
resource management agencies. Failing to evaluate the potential vulnerability of a project or action prior to implementation or approval can lead to
missed opportunities to improve design, optimize siting or otherwise reduce risk. While this tool is most easily used in evaluating a place-based project, it
can be used to assess the climate savviness of many types of actions as well as policies.

How can I use the Checklist?

This tool is designed to help you determine if, given climate change, your project will continue to deliver intended benefits.

The Checklist supports your ability to:
« Explicitly evaluate the implications of future conditions on project function, longevity and impact
« Build climate consideration directly into funding, permitting and planning phases
« Reduce liabilities or avoid actions that will be ineffective under future conditions

STEP 1: Climate Quick Check

Identify which aspects of climate change will be relevant
to the project over its lifetime by considering a range of indicators.

STEP 2: Evaluation of Climate Impact on a Project
Explore how those relevant aspects of climate change may affect the project by
answering specific questions and considering available data.

STEP 3: Synopsis & Adaptation Options
For each identified vulnerability in STEP 2, develop adaptation options to avoid,
minimize or mitigate future negative impacts, while delivering intended benefits.
Use adaptation support resources to find potential options.

What projects can | use the Checklist for?

Project Types Value of completing the Checklist for this type of project

Assess the suitability of restoration project design for species, habitat or ecosystem function under future

Restoration y
conditions.

Determine if a location will be suitable habitat for target species or as a habitat loss/damage mitigation for the long-

Habitat /Species Conservation term. If conditions will not remain suitable, the location may be deprioritized or an alternative site may be preferred.

Consider how climate change will affect the ability of the project to meet the requirements of a regulatory permit

Permits over the project’s lifetime.
. Systematically compare the ability of a proposal to deliver on its goals given the implications of climate change.
Grant Review
Compare between proposals.
Infrastructure Assess the suitability of infrastructure siting, design and function for future conditions.
Scientific Research Consider how climate change may affect the results of the research if not incorporated into the study design.
other For any project, you can use the Checklist to assess how climate change will affect long-term sustainability and

effectiveness, in order to better design or site a project for intended benefits.
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STEP 1: Climate Quick Check

Type of project
[ Restoration [ Permits (i Infrastructure (e.g, structures, fences,
[ Habitat/Species Conservation [JGrant Review roads, boat launch, hatcheries)
(e.g, land acquisition, reintroduction) 3 scientific Research (A 0ther:

Describe your Project (purpose, goals, location, scope/scale, timeframe, partners, management context):

If you answered

If your projectis..  Mightit be affected now or in the future by... NO YES or DON’T KNOW, then...
Near a shoreline ..sea level rise or lake level change? O O O | complete
.flooding? 0 0 O | complete
..erosion or slope stability? a a O | complete
Aquatic ..increased water temperatures? 0 0 O | complete
..diminished dissolved oxygen levels? O O O | complete
..algal blooms? m m O | complete
..change in total flow? m m O | complete
..altered pH? 0 0 O | complete
..change in flow timing? O O O | complete
Marine or estuarine | ..increased water temperatures? 0 0 O | complete
..diminished dissolved oxygen levels? ) ) O | complete
..algal blooms? 0 0 O | complete
..reduced pH? a a O | complete
..changes in salinity? O O O | complete
In terrestrial ..changes in temperature? 0 0 O | complete
habitat ..changes in precipitation? 0 0 O | complete
..drought? O O O | complete
wildfire? a a O | complete
..changes in vegetation composition? m m O | complete
..changes in permafrost or land subsidence? 0 0 O | complete
Infrastructure ..changes in temperature? a a O | complete
.loss of utilities (water, sewer, power)? ) ) O | complete
..sea level rise or lake level change? ) ) O | complete
.flooding? O O O | complete
.stormwater or water control failure? a a O | complete
..drought? O O O | complete
wildfire? ) ) O | complete
..greenhouse gas emissions reduction policies? 0 0 O | complete

For any time where you answered...

“YES”, continue to “NO”, checklist “DON’T KNOW?”, follow
to explain how. is not required. instructions in to find out.
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Explain your project’s suitability to future temperatures referring to data sources and local knowledge. When answering, consider how this may interact
with other aspects of climate change you are evaluating.

« Does future temperature look different than present?

« Will the amount of change projected affect your project site, species, or infrastructure?

« How may water quality be affected (pH, dissolved oxygen, temperature, turbidity, salinity, contaminants, nutrients, sedimentation)?
« Will temperature change affect crucial functions (e.g., evapotranspiration)?

« Willinvasive species benefit from new conditions?

To answer these questions, use regional temperature projections.

Possible Data Sources (use local data if available):

Climate Data: https://climatedata.ca/maps/ Projected Sea Surface Temperatures: https://online.ucpress.edu/
elementa/article/doi/10.1525/elementa.191/112778/Projected-sea-
surface-temperatures-over-the-21st

Climate Atlas of Canada: https://climateatlas.ca/
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Explain how sea level rise may affect your project. When answering, consider how this may interact with other aspects of climate change you

are evaluating.

« Does future sea level look different than present?

« Will the amount of change projected affect your project site, species or infrastructure?

« Will it affect slope stability or coastline erosion?

To answer these questions, use regional sea and/or lake level projections for 2100 (or other date relevant for the project) and local knowledge

related to coastal flooding.

Map these projections for your project area (inclusive of its access corridors and key infrastructure) in relation to projected future coastal flood zones and
frequently flooded areas (both episodic and chronic) based on the sea level rise projections. You can use a sea level rise and/or lake level change viewer or
your own GIS. If options exist, use high greenhouse gas emissions scenarios (e.g., RCP8.5 or similar), likely or 50% assessed probability.

Possible Data Sources (use local data if available):
Sea level rise inundation map
Climate Central Coastal Risk Screening Tool: https://coastal.
climatecentral.org/map/8/-123.6384/50.0495/?theme=water
level&map_type=water_level_above
mhhwé&basemap=roadmapé&contiguous=true&elevation_model=best

available&refresh=true&water level=3.0&water _unit=m

Water & Flood Data

Canadian Extreme Water Level Adaptation Tool (CAN-EWLAT)
https://egisp.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/portal/apps/experiencebuilder/
experience/?id=f79b85c7bfebsa3b8701565977bf71fs&locale=en

Canada Flood Map Inventory: https://geo.ca/flood-mapping/flood-map-
gallery/canada-flood-map-inventory/
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Explain your project’s suitability to future precipitation patterns referring to data sources and local knowledge. When answering, consider how this may

interact with other aspects of climate change you are evaluating.

- Does future precipitation (annual or seasonal) look different than present? Is timing and intensity of precipitation projected to change? Will there be a

change from snow to rain?

« Will the amount of change projected diminish project benefits, negatively impact the ability to meet project goals, negatively affect design integrity, or

otherwise affect the project?
« Will there be flooding or other peak flow challenges?
« Will there be slope instability or erosion?

« Will water control or stormwater management design still function?

« Will needed utility (water, sewer, power, broadband) services be available during flooding?

« Will there be unacceptable low flow, or prolonged seasonal, annual or multi-year drought?

« Willinvasive species benefit from new conditions?

« How may water quality be affected (pH, dissolved oxygen, temperature, turbidity, salinity contaminants, nutrients, sedimentation)?

To answer these questions, use regional precipitation, stream flow, and flood projections (see page 7)

Possible Data Sources (use local data if available):
Precipitation Data
Climate Data: https://climatedata.ca/

Drought Data

Canadian Drought Monitor https://agriculture.canada.ca/en/agricultural-

production/weather/canadian-drought-monitor/current-drought-
conditions

Stream Flow Data

Calculate or locate stream flow projections for your project site with a
time horizon relevant to the lifetime of the project (10 years, 25 years, 50
years, or 100 years). Consider not just annual flow, but also temperature,
seasonal variability, high flow and low flow periods.

Flood Data

Map your project area (inclusive of its access corridors, key infrastructure)
in relation to flood zones, frequently flooded areas (both episodic and
chronic) and implications for slope stability and erosion.

Canada Flood Map Inventory: https://geo.ca/flood-mapping/flood-map-
gallery/canada-flood-map-inventory/

Local flood zone or wetland data-if available

Slope Stability Data
Landslide Susceptibility Map of Canada https://osdp-psdo.canada.ca/dp/
en/search/metadata/NRCAN-GEOSCAN-1-291902

Local landslide risk and slope stability data may be available in
many regions.
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Explain how your project may be affected by or affect wildfire. When answering, consider how this may interact with other aspects of climate change you
are evaluating,

« Will long-term temperature and precipitation trends cause shifts in vegetation and habitats affecting your project’s vulnerability to wildfire or the ability
to use land management techniques that rely on fire (e.g,, prescribed burn)?

« Will needed utility (water, sewer, power, broadband) services be available during fire, under fire prevention measures (planned power outages), and/or
fire response measures (fuel breaks, water harvest)?

To answer these questions, map project area and its access corridors against Wildfire Hazard Areas or other local wildfire risk mapping tools.

Possible Data Sources (use local data if available):
Projected fire regime changes: Forest Change Data Catalogue:
https://climatedata.ca/app/fire-weather-projections/ https://cfs.nrcan.gc.ca/fc-data-catalogue
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STEP 2: Evaluation of Climate Impact on a Project

Evaluate project vulnerability to changes in ecological function (e.g., shifts in phenology, range, composition,
connectivity, fitness, predation)

Explain how future conditions could affect ecological function, including ecosystem services, vital to the project and how that change could adversely
affect project success. When answering, consider how this may interact with other aspects of climate change you are evaluating.

For marine projects: In addition to previously mentioned impacts, explain how ocean acidification might affect ecological function.

Possible Data Sources (use local data if available):

Restoration Pests & Disease

Seedlot Selection Tool: https://seedlotselectiontool.org/sst/ Forest Insect & Disease Risk Map: https://cfs.cloud.nrcan.gc.ca/bmfid/
SeedWhere: https://cfs.cloud.nrcan.gc.ca/seedwhere/index.php?&lang=e index.php?lang=e

Forest Change Ocean Acidification

Ocean Networks Canada State of the Ocean Plots: https//www.

Forest Change Data Catalogue: https://cfs.nrcan.gc.ca/fc-data-catalogue
8 & psiff Bl 5 oceannetworks.ca/data/data-dashboards/state-of-the-ocean-plots/

Forest Vulnerability Assessment Tool: https://glfc.cfsnet.nfis.org/fcvul/
index.php?lang=e

8 - Adaptation Checklist for Climate Smart Projects © 2026 EcoAdapt


https://seedlotselectiontool.org/sst/
https://cfs.cloud.nrcan.gc.ca/seedwhere/index.php?&lang=e
https://cfs.cloud.nrcan.gc.ca/seedwhere/seedwhere.php?_gl=1*1fbzc4q*_ga*MTQ5NjAzMDU3OS4xNzQ3OTM1ODgy
https://cfs.nrcan.gc.ca/fc-data-catalogue
https://glfc.cfsnet.nfis.org/fcvul/index.php?lang=e 
https://glfc.cfsnet.nfis.org/fcvul/index.php?lang=e 
https://cfs.cloud.nrcan.gc.ca/bmfid/index.php?lang=e
https://cfs.cloud.nrcan.gc.ca/bmfid/index.php?lang=e
https://www.oceannetworks.ca/data/data-dashboards/state-of-the-ocean-plots/
https://www.oceannetworks.ca/data/data-dashboards/state-of-the-ocean-plots/
http://www.adaptationclearinghouse.org

Explain your project’s contribution (during implementation and maintenance) to greenhouse gas emissions and carbon sequestration. When answering,
consider how this may interact with other aspects of climate change you are evaluating.

« Does the project require use of an energy source (e.g, transportation, infrastructure)?

Will this result in greenhouse gas emissions from fossil fuel use?
Could there be greenhouse gas emissions from land use change or fire?

.

Could the affordability or availability of utilities (water, sewer, power) change given changing carbon policies and/or extreme events (fire, flood, wind)?

.

« Iscarbon sequestration a consideration for your project (If so, discuss potential risks to permanence, leakage, additionality)?
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STEP 3: Impact Summary & Adaptation Options

Check the Issues for which

your STEP 2 evaluation Implications of this issue for Adaptation actions to increase the suitability of the project to future conditions.
indicates an impact: the project being assessed are: (If needed, use Resources for Identifying Adaptation Options on the next page.)

O | Temperature (R)

O | SeaLevel Rise/
Lake Level
Change (B)

O | Precipitation (C)

O | wildfire (D)

O | Ecological
Function (E)

O | Greenhouse Gas
Emissions (F)
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Resources for Identifying Adaptation Options

For any assessments that indicate that there is a climate change vulnerability or risk to the project, policy, permit or site, the Climate Adaptation
Knowledge Exchange (www.CAKEX.org) can help identify ways to minimize or ameliorate that risk or vulnerability. The CAKE database is designed
to identify examples of adaptation strategies for conditions that match your findings from the Checklist. To conduct a targeted search for case study
examples and other resources:

1. Open www.CAKEX.org
2. From the green left-hand navigation bar select RESOURCE » CASE STUDIES

3. In the blue right-hand navigation bar select the CLIMATE CHANGE & IMPACTS that match the identified issues from STEP 2 (consider doing these
one at a time or in combinations that interact). Also select the SECTOR, REGION, and HABITAT that best describe the project, policy or site being
considered with the Checklist.

4. Browse the results of this focused search to glean ideas regarding how others have addressed challenges similar to what you have identified in STEP 2.

5. If you do not find any suitable results, consider expanding the scope of the search by adding RESOURCE TYPES (DOCUMENTS, TOOLS) in the blue right
hand navigation bar.

Additional Resource List
Can’t find what you need on CAKE? Consider exploring these collections and guidance tools.

General Collections
« Resist-Accept-Direct (RAD)—A Framework for the 215t-century Natural Resource Manager: https://irma.nps.gov/DataStore/DownloadFile/654543

- Dibaginjigaadeg Anishinaabe Ezhitwaad: A Tribal Climate Adaptation Menu: https://glifwc.org/ClimateChange/TribalAdaptationMenuVa1.pdf

« C(limateData.ca: https://climatedata.ca/

« Climate Atlas of Canada: https://climateatlas.ca/

« (Canada’s Climate Change Adaptation Platform: https:/natural-resources.canada.ca/climate-change/canadas-climate-change-adaptation-platform

« Library of Climate Resources: https://climate-change.canada.ca/climate-library

« Canadian Centre for Climate Services:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/climate-change/canadian-centre-climate-services.html

« Canada in a Changing Climate: National Assessment Process: https://natural-resources.canada.ca/climate-change/national-assessment-process

- Canadain a Changing Climate (updated version should be available Fall 2026): https://changingclimate.ca/

« Coastal Management Resource Repository: https://ostrnrcan-dostrncan.canada.ca/search?page=1&query=320340%20
coastal&spc.sf=score&spc.sd=DESC&spc.page=1& gl=1*zciqog* ga*MTMyNzMsMjkoMS4xNzg20TEXOTYS* ga
C2Ns57Y7DX5*czE30DcwNzgzNTQkbzQkZzEKdDE3ODCcWNZg3NTIkajUw]Gww]Ggw

« Current and Projected Climate Data for North America: https://adaptwest.databasin.org/pages/adaptwest-climatena/

Species
« Climate Adaptation Toolkit for Marine & Coastal Protected Areas: https://www.cakex.org/MPAToolkit

« Forest Vulnerability Assessment Tool: https://glfc.cfsnet.nfis.org/fcvul/index.php?lang=e

« Macrorefugia for Canadian and U.S. Trees and Songbirds: https://adaptwest.databasin.org/pages/climaticmacrorefugia-for-trees-and-songbirds/

Sea Level Rise
+ Relative Sea Level Change: https://climatedata.ca/maps/?var=sea_level&th=slr&dataset=219&dataOpacity=100&labelOpacity=100&lat=62.91555&Ing=-

118.95996&z00m=4
+ Climate Central Coastal Risk Screening Tool: https://coastal.climatecentral.org/
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EcoAdapt provides support, training, and assistance to make planning and management less vulnerable and more Climate Savvy.
% EcoAdapt, founded by a team of some of the earliest adaptation thinkers and practitioners in the field, has one goal—creating a
Ad a pt robust future in the face of climate change. We bring together diverse players to reshape planning and management in response to
rapid climate change. www.EcoAdapt.org
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