
Where:   Baltic Sea region: including Germany, Sweden, Lithuania, Latvia,  
                 Estonia, Poland, and Denmark (see map) 
 
What:    BaltSeaPlan Maritime Spatial Plans: Planning the future of the Baltic Sea  

   2009-2012 
 
Who:      BaltSeaPlan, 14 partners from 7 Baltic countries 
                http://www.baltseaplan.eu/ 
 
When:     2009-2012 

                  7 pilot plans that are at different stages in the process 
 
About:   The BaltSeaPlan project is a 3.7 million EUR project aimed at introducing 

Integrated Maritime Spatial Planning in the Baltic Sea region as well as providing 
recommendations for the development of National Maritime Strategies in 7 Baltic Sea 

countries. BaltSeaPlan partners are preparing to draft national visions for using the Baltic 

Sea space and using those visions to foster national cross-sectoral debate. Based on 
national visions, project partners will work together to develop a joint Baltic Sea region-

wide vision, which takes into account transnational interdependencies and cumulative 

impacts, and initiate a campaign to share and discuss the vision. Within the BaltSeaPlan 
project, draft Maritime Spatial Plans are being developed for 7 pilot areas: (1) Pomeranian 

Bight, (2) Western Gulf of Gdańsk, (3) Middle Bank, (4) Danish Straits, (5) Hiiumaa and 

Saaremaa, (6) Pärnu Bay, and (7) Western Coast of Latvia.    
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BaltSeaPlan Overview, Poster. 2009. 
http://www.baltseaplan.eu/index.php/Downlo
ads;17/1 
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The BaltSeaPlan project has outlined 
9 steps to MSP: 

1. Context assessment: delineate area, analyze legal 
framework, secure financial support 
2. Pre-planning: set up MSP teams and coordinator, inform 
authorities about the initiative 
3. Define aims and objectives 
4. Refine stocktake: collect information on biodiversity and 
natural assets, map different uses on separate layers, overlap 
layers and identify conflict hotspots 

Climate Change and Integrated 
Maritime Spatial Planning in the 

Baltic Sea 
Use climate change-related information to inform how 
uses are evaluated/prioritized: scenario development. 
Step 6 of the process calls for the development of 
multiple scenarios to address problems that include 
uncertainty, such as climate change or conflict hot-spots 

Identify mapped features likely to change over time: 
climate-informed modeling. In Step 5 – Problem 
Analysis, the plan highlights the need to model existing 
trends into the future, and to incorporate climatic 
changes and effects into those models 

• Modeling is being used to quantify the separate 
and combined impacts of nutrient loading and 
changes in climate (e.g., temperature, salinity, and 
wind conditions) on phytoplankton, submerged 
aquatic vegetation, and benthic invertebrates 

• This information will be used to assess changes in 
the spatial patterns of valuable habitats and 
associated biodiversity, and will be used to inform 
the final management plan for the Baltic Sea 
region 

Use climate change-related information to inform how 
uses are evaluated/prioritized: interactive effects. The 
combination of high nutrient input and climate change 
has been recognized by the BaltSeaPlan as particularly 
detrimental to water quality and biodiversity in the 
region 

Pilot project area and MSP for the Pomeranian Bight/Arkona Basin - first provisional 
stocktake. http://www.baltseaplan.eu/index.php/Pomeranian-Bight;98/1 

5. Problem analysis: create a matrix of current uses to 
identify conflict hotspots, conduct a socioeconomic analysis, 
model projections of existing trends into the future (e.g., 
climate change) 
6. Find solutions: delineate functional zones, set targets, draft 
scenarios 
7. Draft the plan: set final targets, develop management plan, 
set up monitoring program 
8. Implementation 
9. Evaluation 

Product of EcoAdapt's Awareness to Action 
Program, Climate-Smart CMSP Series 1.2 
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