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EcoAdapt is celebrating 10 years of meeting the challenges of climate change!
We're spending this year celebrating the progress the field of adaptation is making, reintroducing
you to some achievements from EcoAdapt's history, and acknowledging the contributions of our
staff, board, partners, and donors. Speaking of which, you could make a donation to EcoAdapt right
now and help us meet our 10th Anniversary fundraising challenge (read more below).

Meet the Team!
This month, we'd like to feature some of our awesome staff members. Take a look at their bios on
the EcoAdapt website and check out their answers to three pressing questions below!
Lara Hansen, Chief Scientist & Executive
Director
Bainbridge Island, WA
Since 2009
What do you see as the
biggest challenge in
climate adaptation
work?
"Unfettered climate
change. Our failure to
take action to reduce the
root causes of climate
change due to our fossil
fuel-based economy means that the challenge
just gets bigger and bigger."
Who is your climate change or adaptation
superhero? "While Captain Marvel should just
solve the whole problem (because what can't
she do?), I'm pretty sure the only hero in this
situation will be global collective action. Yep, we

Jessi Kershner, Senior Scientist
Corvallis, OR
Since 2011
What do you see
as the biggest
challenge in
climate adaptation
work? "Getting
folks to implement
actions that are
outside of their
usual portfolio.
Climate action
requires forward-thinking and while it's great to
see resilience-based actions being
implemented, it's also critical we start
implementing those actions aimed at
intentionally accommodating changes."
What's your favorite wild space? "Yellowstone
National Park"

have to be our own damn superheroes."
How do you explain adaptation in 10 words or
less? In haiku form:
"Anthropogenic
Climate change. Adaptation
is our Obi-Wan."
Alex Score, Lead Scientist
New Smyrna Beach, FL
Since 2009
What color is climate
change? "Red"

What is a cool or interesting trend you see
today in the world of climate adaptation that
didn't exist or wasn't as widespread 5-10 years
ago? "We're starting to see climate change
integrated into all the work that organizations,
agencies, and foundations do!"
Kathryn Braddock, Associate Scientist
Seattle, WA
Since 2019
What is the last book
that you
read? "Needful Things
by Stephen King"

What do you enjoy
doing when you are
not working? "Yoga, What is your favorite
beach, biking, boating, wild space? "The
traveling, friends
Galapagos Islands
National Park - from
"What's your favorite volcanoes, to sulfur
wild space?"The ocean"
mines, to lush green tropical forests, to the
animals, to the beaches, and reefs ~ this is my
favorite natural area"
What color is climate change? "Red!"
Tera Johnson, Climate Adaptation Knowledge
Exchange (CAKE) Program Assistant
Los Angeles, CA
Since 2017
What is your
favorite wild
space? "I love
deserts and Joshua
Tree has a very
special place in my
heart! I love its
dramatic
landscapes, cotton
candy sunsets, and
incredible flora and
fauna. It's truly otherworldly and conveniently
just two hours from LA!"
What is a cool or interesting trend you see today
in the world of climate adaptation that didn't
exist or wasn't as widespread 5-10 years
ago? "More efforts to help decision makers
implement adaptation and some challenges in
prioritizing funding for adaptation. Managers and
planners (particularly in urban systems) will need
to demonstrate how climate change isn't an issue
separate from other topics such as public health
or housing. I'm excited to see adaptation better
integrated into the ways we think about health,
transportation, the economy, and other facets of
life."

Molly Johnson, National Adaptation Forum
Program Assistant
Philadelphia, PA
Since 2018
What advice
would you give to
those discouraged
about climate
change? "It is okay
to grieve the
losses or changes
but try to find
hope in the fact
that as a society
we are aware, caring, and creative enough to
learn from past mistakes and shape a better
future. Once you have hope, do something with
it!
What's your favorite wild space? "Devil's Track
Lake in Grand Marais, MN. During my childhood,
I would go to visit my grandparents there almost
every summer. My time at the lake really
shaped me and taught me what it means to live
connected to your surroundings."
"What do you see as the biggest challenge in
climate adaptation work?
"Overcoming the 'business as usual' mindset. All
change is challenging but with climate change,
we must think and act differently and more

What do you enjoy doing when you're not
working? "When I'm not working, I'm probably
drawing something! My passion project Two
Photon Art uses art as a way to make science
accessible, no matter your background!"

importantly, stop procrastinating. To me, this
means applying openness, deep
communication, and creativity while working
together on a shared goal: facilitating a safe and
livable future for all."

Cathy Hunt, Accounting Assistant
Look out for the rest of the EcoAdapt crew in
Silverdale, WA
our September newsletter! To learn more about
Since 2019
our team members, visit www.EcoAdapt.org.
What's your favorite
wild space? "Fort
Worden State Park
because it has a
great combination of
historical buildings,
hiking trails, forest
and a beautiful
beach."
What do you enjoy
doing when you are not working? "Spending
time with my family and reading."
What is a cool or interesting trend you see today
in the world of climate adaptation that didn't
exist or wasn't as widespread 5-10 years
ago? "Composting at event stadiums (for
example, stadiums like CenturyLink) and even
more restaurants. Also, more people using
refillable drink containers rather than single use
plastics."

Under Pressure: Climate Change and Displacement
Climate change poses significant threats to communities around the world. EcoAdapt is conducting
a survey to determine if and how people and organizations concerned about displacement
pressures are considering the effects of climate change. This survey is part of a broader project in
collaboration with the Strong, Prosperous, and Resilient Communities Challenge (SPARCC) and the
Urban Displacement Project to better understand the intersections between climate change and
displacement pressures. The survey aims to identify:
To what degree anti-displacement practitioners are thinking about climate change in their
work;
Emerging practices and policies that may address the dual goals of reducing climate risks and
displacement pressures; and
Needs, opportunities, and barriers in reducing climate risks and displacement pressures in
communities.
We need your input! Your answers will provide valuable insight on the links between displacement,
equitable development, and climate change. The survey will take approximately 20-25 minutes to
complete. Take the survey HERE.

10-Year Fundraising Challenge
th

_

Donate Today!

Earlier in our 10 year, we were looking to celebrate our anniversary by
getting 10 new individual donors. We are thrilled to say that we have met
that challenge. So we are setting a new goal - raising $10,000 from individual
donors. Can you help us make that happen?
If you've used the Climate Adaptation Knowledge Exchange, attended a
National Adaptation Forum, benefited from an Awareness to Action
workshop, or been informed by a State of Adaptation assessment, please
make a tax-deductible donation today!

Click here to donate!
_

Upcoming Events
National Adaptation Forum Webinar Rewind Series: "Building Climate Resilience by
Connecting to Health" - August 22, 2019
Northwest Climate Conference - October 8-10, 2019 - Portland, OR
Coastal & Estuarine Research Federation Conference - November 3-7, 2019-Mobile, AL

