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Highlights

This season you can discover the 4 Steps to a Climate Savvy Community that facilitate climate-
informed equitable community development. You can also dive in to our series of climate adaptation
products for Northern California, which includes species-based vulnerability assessments. Remember
there are always ways to get involved, including attending a National Adaptation Forum Summer
Rewind Webinar and participating in our latest State of Adaptation research focused on water
utilities.

Thanks for reading!
The EcoAdapt Team

What's New

4 Steps to a Climate Savvy Community: Rapid Vulnerability
Assessment Tool for Climate-informed Equitable Community
Development

Rapid Climate Vulnerability Assessments (RCVAs) enable people to see
where community vulnerabilities intersect with climate stressors. This
particular tool was developed for the Strong, Prosperous and Resilient
Communities Challenge (SPARCC) to create climate-savvy investments
that perpetuate inclusive, equitable, sustainable community
development practices that also contribute to community health and
well-being. By considering both existing stressors relating to health,
equity or any other community priorities, and the effects of climate
change, RCVAs enable people to understand how climate change
directly affects their lives. Once those initial links are made,
community members collaborate in the workshop (and after) to address vulnerabilities and foster
what the community cares about. That leads to decisions about investment and revitalization that
support all members of the community, including the most vulnerable, to better withstand the
effects of climate change. For more information contact Lara Hansen.

Northern California Climate Adaptation Products

The Northern California Climate Adaptation Project increases the
understanding of and capacity to reduce climate-related vulnerabilities
of resources of natural and cultural importance in northwestern
California. Through climate change vulnerability assessment syntheses,
the project provides an in-depth review of how habitats, species, and
species groups are likely to be impacted by climate change, and
include information gathered from regional experts, the scientific
literature, and peer-review comments and revisions. Each synthesis
examines the sensitivity of a given resource to climate change, its
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exposure to projected changes, and its capacity to adapt. The aim of
these syntheses is to expand understanding of resource vulnerability
to changing climate conditions For more information about the
project, please visit the project page. For any questions about the
project, please contact Jessi Kershner.  

Get Involved

Water Utilities and Sea Level Rise
We are partnering with the Water Utility Climate Alliance to
develop guidance on implementing adaptation actions to
prepare for and respond to sea level rise. If you know of a
water utility - drinking water, stormwater, or wastewater -
implementing sea level rise and flooding adaptation measures,
please contact Rachel Gregg.

Have you organized or facilitated a place-based
climate adaptation workshop?
EcoAdapt and Virginia Tech are conducting a National Science
Foundation-funded study to enhance the quality of climate
adaptation workshops in the United States. One aspect of this
study is to survey participants in past workshops about what
they found most valuable about the workshop and its
outcomes. Aggregate results will be shared broadly.
Participant identities will remain confidential. We are looking
for place-based, multi-stakeholder workshops that specifically
address climate change adaptation held in the United States
since June 2017. If you have helped to facilitate or organize a
workshop that fits these criteria and are willing to participate,
please follow this link to fill out an extremely short form at
your earliest convenience so we can contact you directly. If
you have any questions, please contact Professor Marc Stern
at Virginia Tech.

CAKE Call for Submissions is Always Open
The Climate Adaptation Knowledge Exchange always
welcomes and encourages you to submit your climate
adaptation resources! We accept materials by upload through
your CAKE account or email.

Events &
Opportunities:

July 22: National Adaptation
Forum Summer Rewind Series
Part 1: "Dibaginjigaadeg
Anishinaabe Ezhitwaad: A
Tribal Climate Adaptation
Menu"

July 27-31: North American
Congress for Conservation
Biology

July 29: National Adaptation
Forum Summer Rewind Series
Part 2: "A Match Made in
Heaven? Integrating Climate
Change into Hazard
Mitigation Planning"

September 29-October 1:
National Coastal Estuarine
Summit

April 2021: Global Adaptation
Month

Spring 2022: 5th National
Adaptation Forum
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Our Communities, Our Power: Advancing
Resistance and Resilience in Climate

Change Adaptation Toolkit 

Climate injustice, racial injustice, and
economic inequities are interconnected
challenges experienced most by Black,
Indigenous, and POC communities. This

versatile Toolkit provides a series of
modules to build equity and resilience into

climate adaptation planning; addressing
topics including passing policy, gender

and LGBTQ responsive resilience,
affordable housing, and

restorative/criminal justice. The Toolkit is a
product of the NAACP's Environmental

and Climate Justice Program

Incorporating Resiliency into
D.C. Affordable Housing:

A Strategy Map

This Resilience Opportunity Assessment
Tool allows for those planning affordable
housing development or redevelopment

projects to identify the resilience needs at
a property. Washington D.C. is facing

climate impacts such as increasing
temperatures, sea level rise, and extreme

weather events, which are impacting
community health and sustainability.

Planning for climate change impacts is
critical in the development of safe and

resilient affordable housing, tools like this
one help to simplify that planning

process.

How to Help

Support adaptation through uncertain times 
The work of the adaptation community is more important now
than ever. Building capacity for climate adaptation across the
United States remains top priority for EcoAdapt! Please consider
supporting our programs, Climate Adaptation Knowledge
Exchange, National Adaptation Forum, Awareness to Action
workshops and State of Adaptation assessments. Give here
today.
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Sign up for our other newsletters!

Climate Adaptation Knowledge Exchange (CAKE) National Adaptation Forum
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